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Evrorean Prospects. London papers of the 7th 
ef April have been received at New York. We 
have gleaned out of the extracts furnished and from 
others that we had on hand, some interesting items. 

The chief thing in the way of news is, what may 
be deemed certain information that the Turks have 
utterly rejected the Russian ultimatum, and we have 
no doubt that war has resulted—it is even possible 
that the Russian flag now floats over the walls of 
the seraglio; for it-is not likely that the Turks can 

‘interp6se aforce sufficient to arrest the progress of 
their enemies. What effect these things may have 
on the affairs of other nations, time alone can de- 
velope. Couriers. had been despatched to all the 
European courts to announce the important intel- 
ligence; the panic in the money-market of London 
was greater on the 7th of April that it had been for 
many years—the domestic stocks fell about one 
per cent. and the foreign stocks from 3 to 4 per 
cent. The French funds had also declined, and 
those of Austria fallen in a large amount. 

Mexico appe:rs to be in a singular state. A 
counter revolution seems likely to take place. At 
Texcuco the military had shouted viva el rey/—the 
regency sent out a body of grenadiers to reduce 
them to order, but the latter chiefly joined the for- 
mer. “At 5 o’clock, yesterday, (says a letter dated 
Mexico, April 3), Jturbide presented himself to the 
congress, saying that public tranquility was threat- 
ened, and requested that certain deputies should be 
dismissed the assembly, who were comprehended 
in the conspiracy. He was answered that, accord- 
ing to rule, no body could be sent out, and as he 
himself did not compose the regency, he would 
please to retire and return with them, &c. 

Don Yanez then observed, “I will thank your ex- 
cellency to receive my resignation. Your excellen- 
cy will pardon. me, (addressing Iturbide )-—you are 
the only man who usurps all powers. Iturbide re- 
plied, ‘we shall soon find, Signor Yanez, who is the 
traitor.” Yanez replied, “f shall not leave this 
spot before I convince your highness, you are that 
traitor.” bade. Rit 

Much tumultuous discussion took place, which 
time forbids me te repeat. I am convinced the sit- 
tings and disturbances have occurred because Itur- 
side wishes to destroy the congress. 

The general presented a letter, which he receiv- 
from Davilla, in which he is invited to reconquer 
the empire and place it under the protection of 
Spain. . But, as if the Devil had a hand in it, the 
plot was discovered. These plots and usurpations 
have destroyed the equilibrium of our government, 
and we are now in the situation of Buenos Ayres.”’ 

acp We much bear itin mind, however, that these 
accounts reach us by the way of Havana, 





U.S. nanx stock drags along heavily. At Bes- 
ton, on the 8th inst. it was rated at 102 a 103; at 
New York, on the 10th, sold at 102; at Philadelphia, 
on the L1th, quoted at 101 a 102; since at 103. 





Ropcers’ MARINE RAIL war. We have the satis. 
faction to state, that com. Rodvers has completely 
triumphed in his experiment to haul up and lodge 


tens. We are induced just now simply to »« 
this great victory of science and skiil, for the rea 
son that we expect to have a full account of the 
proceeding, eminently calculated to honor the ac 
complished veteran, the service and the nation to 
which he belongs. 





Coneress. The following is given as the comi- 
ponent parts of the present house of representa- 
tives of the United States: lawyers, 97; farmers and 
planters, 59; physicians, 15; merchants, 15; manu- 
facturers, 5; clergyman, 1. 

The late session of congress lasted 156 days— 
the pay of each member amounted to 1,248 dol- 
lars, besides mileage, or 8 dollars more for every 
20 miles travelled to and from the seat of govern. 
ment, 

Travettrne. When the compensation bill was 
lately before the house of representatives, some of 
our western friends were much opposed to the 
projected increase of a day’s travel from 20 to 30 
miles, whereby the amount of compensation would 
be reduced athird. Buta gentleman, via the Cum- 
berland road and Ohio river, has lately made the 
journey from Washington to Lexington in eight 
days—and might have made it in six, if the steam 
boat had been ready at Wheeling; and in siz days 
more he could reach New-Orleans—a voyage, by 
land and water, of 2,500 miles in twe/ve days! The 
allowance for travelling is made to members of 
congress, we believe, according to distance as 
ascertained on the post roads: Lexington is put 
down at 552, and New-Orleans at 1260—so that a 
gentleman, travelling by this route from the seat 
of government to the latter city, might advance at 
the rate of 105 pay-miles per day; which, at 8 dol- 
lars for every 20 miles, would yield for his compen.« 
sation one hundred and sixty-two dollars per day. 
The eastern members, very generally, make 100 
miles per day, when proceeding to or returning 
from congress—but there are many of the southern 
and some of the western gentlemen whose com- 
pensation is moderate enough, on account of the 
badness of the roads, and the want of bridges and 
other accomma a % p. 

att 

Economy or Trut! For the table given below, 
we are indebted to the Washington Gazette of 
the Ist inst. Happening to be in the lobby of the 
house while this very amusing and highly interest- 
ing business of taking the yeas and nays was going’ 
on, I had an opportunity to observe its effect on 
many of the members,—the most of whose coun- 
tenances exhibited any thing else than a preva- 
lence of the “ra of good feelings:” but of the 
manner in which many things are managed, or ra- 
ther mismanaged in congress, we have much to 
say, and it shall be said hereafter, to give the 
people some faint idea of the way in which their 
concerns are attended to by their representatives 
in congress. We intend to speak freely and plain~ 
ly, in the hope that, through public opinion, cer- 
tain practices that are entertained in congress may 
be driven out ofthe house. In commenting upon 








in a cradle the new 44 gun frigate Potoznac, at 
Washington, whose Weight is estimated at 1600! 
Vos, XXII,——-12 


such proceedings, it is sincerely to be regretted 
that the honest anti enlightened statesmen of tHis 
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body, must come in for some share of the cen- 
sure which really belongs to immoral and prating 
politicians—stump-orators and bar-room speech 
makers; for the former are always dreadfully pu- 
nished in being compelled, by an imperious sense 
of duty, to remain in their seats while the others 
are at work, to check them in their doings. And 
Itam happy to believe that, though the present con. 
gress stands disgraced far beyond any one that 
preceded it, it contains many high-minded and ho- 
noradle gentlemen, influenced by the purest mo- 
tives and unwearied in their labors to promote the 
public good. The condition of such is miserable, 
indeed—and the overwhelming misfortune is, that 
if public opinion does not interpose between them 
and the quirking, spouting majority, none of them 
will long be found present to guard the nation’s 
safety:—the tax on their patience is too great to 
be borne, and they will retire from it 
Ou the 30th of April, the congressional compen- 
sation bill was taken up for consideration in the 
house of representatives. On this bill, the yeas and 
nays, being demanded by one-fifth of the members, 
were called no less than eight times, each of which 
consumed about half an hour, or four hours in the 
whole—thoughk not another motion was sustained 
except that to adjourn, which was made at a late 
time in the day. By these repeated calls, the 
members seemed almost worked up into a rage— 
and there were few, indeed, that went through the 
sitting with any sort of complacency. Of the mo- 
tives that induced some of these calls, we may say 
something hereafter; and the useless cruelty of 
them on the person of the clerk, Mr. Dougherty, 
whose health is not good], worried and distressed 
Seep benevolent mind: he was much exhausted— 
and a man of the strongest lungs in the nation 
could hardly have performed this severe duty un- 
injured. The practice of recording the yeas and 
nays cannot be dispensed with-—it is essential to 
the purity of the representative body; but, like 
other good things and invaluable blessings, it may 
be much abused, and rendered the means of defeat- 
ing what some would be ashamed or afraid to act 
directly for or against. 
From the Washington Gazette, of May 1. 
THE MOTIONS OF YESTERDAT. 
YEAS NAYS 
By Mr. Hardin, to consider the bill 120 46 
By Mr. Hardin for the previous ques- 
tion 
By Mr. Wright for the mileage to 
be at the rate of $6 fokorreses 79 87 
By Mz. Ballfor the previ, = ges- 
tion maidens 
By Mr. Cannon, to lay the'bill on 
the table 41 127 
By Mr. Nelson of Virginia, so to fix 
the compensation for the present 
congress for the next session, as 
will average for the congress ‘$6 
aday, and $6for twenty miles. 
By Mr. Walker, to amend this, by 
substituting fifteen for twenty 
miles. ° 
By Mr. Montgomery, toamend Mr. 
Nelson, so as to give $4 a day, and 
$4 for twenty miles for the con- 
gress, making each member at 
the next session find himself, and 
‘refund $276. (Mr. Nelson acs 
cepted this asa modification.) 
Question on Mr. Nelson’s amend- 
ment, as. modified, a 34 132 


not sustained 


not sustained 


negatived 


By Mr. Pierson, a renewal of Mr. 

Nelson’s amendment in its origi- 

nal form 52 108 
By Mr. Cambreleng for the previous 

question. : not sustained 


By Mr. M’Carty to postpone the bill 

to 2d Monday in Decembernext 46 113 
By Mr. Allien, (of Mass.) to limit the 

pay to one huncred daysa session 
Question on recdmmitting the bill 

with the instructions proposed by 

Mr. Alex. Smyth, on Saturday last 50 118 
By Mr. Newton to adjourn, being 

half past 5 o’clock 93 71 
(_pAs before observed, the calling of these yeas 
and nays consumed about four-hours—two more 
were wasted in desultory discourses or impatient 
remarks—and yet, at the adjournment, the bill re- 
mained just as it was when first taken up in the 
morning! 


negatived 


Scanian” 


Rieuts or Tarnes, Whatever we say is meant 
for public examination, if thought worthy of it, and 
we shall always feel thanktul to any that will point 
out errors committed, that we may correct them: 
but, when on subiects of political economy, if a 
brother editor is pleased to make use of and exhi- 
bit our items, we deem it only a common act of jus- 
tice that he give also the reasons advanced for them 
—else it is impossible that we should be fairly un- 
derstood: and especially so when the matters set 
forth are rather of a speculative than of an absolute 
character, as most things of this description are, 
though not on that account, perhaps, much less 
worthy of reflection as leading to truth. 





Tae SusqurHannag. For the real or ostensible 
purpose of supplying the canal with water, it ap. 
pears that the proprietors had caused a wing-dam 
to be erected, which reached so nearly across the 
river as to prevent or obstruct the navigation of it 
at times when Nature designed that it should be 
free. In consequence, a few days since, a great 
number of arks and rafts being collected, the per- 
sons in charge of them, (wearied with waiting for 
|a passage through the canal), attacked and broke 
down the wing dam, and reached the tide-water in 
triumph and without injury. The amount of wheat, 
flour, whiskey, pork, lumber, &c. that arrived at 
Port Deposite in a fortnight, up to the 22d of 
April, was estimated to be of the value of nearly 
half a million of doliars. The arks amounted to 185, 
the rafts contained about 228,000 M. feet of boards 
and 4.800 cubic feet of logs. The wharves at Balti- 
more were literally covered with these things. “To 
furnish some idea of the extent of the trade of this 
river,” saysthe Oswego (N. Y.) Gazette, “‘we would 
mention the fact, that, from this village alone, there 
has, within the last few days, been started for mar- 
ket, something like 60 arks laden with plaister, 
averaging from 40 to 45 tons each, which, in mar- 
ket, will be worth from 8 to $9 per ton; six or se- 
ven arks laden with wheat, say from 12 to 1500 
bushels each—together with fifteen or twenty arks 
laden with staves, shingles, boards, whiskey, pot- 
ash, pork, flour, oil, hams, beans, potatoes, &c. &c. 
besides a great number of rafts. From the town 
of Elmira, in this county, there will go between 


quantity of pork, lumber, &c. From Danville 
something like 150,000 bushels of wheat; and 
Milton, en the west: branch, about the same quan- 





tity Ang 





25 and 30,000 bushels of wheat, besides a large 
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There was a ready market and prompt pay- 
ment for all these good things, until the news of 
the late alarming stock. jobbing and foreign-import- 
ing combustion, which took place at New-York, 
caused all our monied men and institutions to 
clench their cash as with the gripe of death, as 
noticed in a former article. But the alarm has 
‘so far subsided as to permit business to proceed 
with some regularity, though with irksome caution 
and much want of confidence 4s to things that 
theretofore appeared very plain. 

The value of the trade that passes down the Sus. 
quehannah is much lessened to Baltimore from the 
want of acommunication up that.river. The New 
Yorkers and Pennsylvanians, who find here a libe- 
ral market for their commodities, would gladly lay 
out their money with us, provided the return naviga- 
tion would admit of it. It is true, that afew boats, 
laden with goods, do ascend the river; but the 
amount of their cargoes is small compared with 


at thistime employed in navigating the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers. 7 4 

Since the preceding was in type, we notice that 
a chariot, propelled by steam, was exhibiting in 
New York; and thatone, on a larger scale, was to 
| be built to ply in some of the public gardens. 





St. Mary’s caurncu, PaitaperpuHra. ‘We are 
gratified to be informed that the differences exist- 
ing in this congregation, are likely to be settled. 
it will be recollected that two sets of trustees 
were returned as chosen, and neither would give 
way; but it has been agreed that a new election 
shall be held under the superintendance of pro- 
testant gentlemen, of great respectability, who 
will, no doubt, conduct the matter fairly and put 
to rest the jarring elements of discord, We re- 
joice at this proceeding—it is liberal, it is truly Ca- 
tholic. The judges are Horace Binney and C. C. 
Biddle, esquires, and gen. Cadwallader. : 


that of the descending arks and rafts—and a large} peers 


part of the proceeds of the latter is carried to the 
‘city of New-York and there invested in goods. To 
afford to Baltimore the full advantage that this no- 
ble stream might confer, a new canal is spoken of, 
which will equally ‘acilitate the ascending asthe de- 
scending trade; but in the present difficulties about 
money, we fear that the project cannot be accom- 
plished. 





Stream carriaces. Frem the London Literary 
Gazette. We are informed that the possibility of 
travelling and transporting goods in carriages 
moved by steam, will soon be tried on a most ex- 
tensive scale. So confident are the projectors of 
their success, that not contented with securing 
their means by patent in England, they have made 
themselves citizens of Holland and France, and 
taken such steps in Germany as will enable them 
to try their experiment over half Europe simulta- 
neously. We are not instructed in the details of 
this invention, or rather application of invefited 
principles in mechanicism, and in the use of that 
powerful agent steam; but persons of judgment 
in such matters speak in sanguine terms of the 
plan. 

“>The editor of the Reersrer, when a youth, 
heard the late well known Oliver Evans say, (in 
the confident manner in which he was accustomed 
to speak, when machinery or mechanism was the 
subject of his discourse), that “the man was then 
living who would see the Ohio and Mississippi co- 
vered with steam boats, and that the cA#/d was then 
born who would travel from Philadelphia to Bos- 
ton in one day, by steam boats and steam waggons.” 
I think that this was about in the year 1794 or 
1795, and the person to whom Mr. Evans addressed 
himself, put him down, at once, as an enthusiast 
who would end his daysina mad-house; having no 
more idea that the Ohio and Mississippi would be 
covered with steam-boats, as they now are, than is 
entertained of the discovery of means by which 
we may visit our neighbors in the moon. — But so 
time after this, Mr. Evans actually applied che 
power of steam to move a large scow which he 
had built, about a mile’ on the land,—he then 
faunched it, and, by adapting the machinery to 
the water, navigated it down the Schuylkill, and 
ffom the mouth of that river up the Delaware to 
Philadelphia. I am notacquainted with the man- 
ner in which these things were effected; but it 
was left to the genius of Furon to perfect the 
idea of propelling boats by steam. The names of 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. The Baltimore banks, asthe 
condition for a renewal of their charters, have una- 
nimously agreed to make a road fromBoonsborough 
to Hagerstown, (about 10 miles long), the only part 
which, between Baltimore, on the Cheeapeake, and 
Wheeling, on the Ohio, remained unimproved. We 
hope that, at the next session of congress, some 
plan may be devised, agreeable to the will of the 
house of representatives on the one side, and the 
opinions of the president, as to constitutional 
grounds, on the other, by which this noble road or 
roads, which, from one extreme to the other, will 
have cost more than two millions of dollars, may 
not be suffered to go to decay, It really seems 
hard that those who travel it cannot be permitted 
to keep it in repair, by the adoption of efficient 
means for that purpose. 





LEHIGH AND SCHUYLKILL. Ever pleased to notice 
the progress of improvement, we are sincerely glad 
to observe that large quantities of coal, &c. &c. are 
arriving from the Lehigh and down the Schuylkill 
rivers. Thirty-one arks arrived in one day, some 
of which had descended the latter river more than 
one hundred miles, laden with flour. 





JuncE vs, LawYeERS. Philadelphia, May 8. Wm: 
M. Meredith and James C. Biddle, esqs. having, in 
the course of a Y },oyk: Tuesday, the 7th’inst. in- 
sulted the court, acting in their stations of 
attorneys and counsellors, judge Hollowell, this af- 
ternoon, at 4 o’clock, after the court had taken full 
time to consider the subject, pronounced the fol- 
lowing judgment: 

This court, on full consideration, do adjudge that 
Wm. M. Meredith and James C, Biddle, ésqrs. cqun- 
sellors at law, and officers of this court, be commit- 
ted to prison in the debtors’ apartment of the city 
and county of. Philadelphia, until the first day of 
June next, or until discharged by the legal autho- 
rity of this court, or by due course of law, for a high 
contempt, by gross misdemeanor, in the presence 
-of this court, and o4structing the administration of 
justice. They were taken into custody, and com- 
mitted accordingly. | 

The court said they would consider, when they 
should next sit as a court of common pleas, the 
propriety of striking them off the list of attornies. 

Treasury department, May 2d, 1822. 

Notice is hereby given, to the p#oprietors of the 

six per cent, stock of 1812, and 1813, and seven 





éeventy st boats are givén in a western paper, as| 


per cent. stock of 1815, who may wish to avail them. 
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selves of the provisions of the act of congress, pas- 
sed the 20th of April 1822, entitled “an act to au- 
thorize the secretary of the treasury to exchange 
a stock bearing an interest of five per cent. for cer- 
tain stocks bearing an interest of six and seven per 
cent,” that books are opened at the treasury and at 
the several Joan offices of the United States, for re- 
ceiving subscriptions of the stock held by them, 
pursuant to the provisions of the aforesaid act, to 
be continued open until the first day of July next. 

Subscriptions of stock may be made either by the 
proprietors in person, or by their attorneys duly au- 
thorized to subscribe and to transfer the stock of the 
United States. Certificates of stock are to be sur- 
rendered, at the time of subscribing, at the treasury 
ot loan office where the subscription is made. 





The following appointments have been recently 
made by the president of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate: 

Henry Dearborn, of Massachusetts, to be envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the 
kingdom of Portugal. 

homas LL. L. Brent, to be secretary of legation 
at the court of Lisbon. 

John A. Appleton, to be secretary of legation at 
the court of Madrid. 

James T. Preston, Samuel R. Overton, and Na- 
thaniel A. Ware, to be commissioners for deciding 
upon land claims in the territory of Florida.. 

J. €. Bronauzh, Henry M. Brackenridge, Riehard 
Gull, Edgar Macon, Edmund Law, Wm. M. Gibson, 
Joseph M. Hernandez, John Miller, Wm. Reynolds, 
Thomas Lytle, Bernardo Sigii, James K. Hanham, 
and Joseph VM. White, to be members of the legisla- 
tive council in the territory of Florida. 

Benjamin Robertson, of North Carolina, to be mar- 
shal for West Florida. 

Gad Humphreys, to be agent for the Indian tribes 
within the territory of Florida. 

Lewis Mark, of New York, to be consul at Ostend, 
in the Netheriands. 

Joseph Elgar, to be commissioner of the public 
buildings at Washington. 
it George W. Hubbell, to be consul of the United 
States at Manilla. 

Wiliam Clark, of Missouri, to be superinten- 
dent of Indian affairs at St. Louis. 

Gideon Fitz, to be register, and James C. Dickson, 
to be receiver of public moneys for the land dis- 
trict composed of the lanO®ortely ceded by the 
Choctaw Indians. ravi 1 

William G. D. Worthington, to be marshal for 
East Florida. ! 

Nathan Towson ta be paymaster general of the 
army of the United States. | 

John Branch, to be judge in West Florida. 

Joseph L. Smith, to be judge in East Florida. 

George Walton, to be secretary to the territory of 
Florida. 

Alexander Hamilton, to be attorney for East Flo- 
rida. 

Tipton B. Harrison, to be attorney for West Flo- 
rida. 

Joshua Barton, to be attorney of the U. States 
for the district of Missouri. | 

Henry Dodge, to be marshal forthe same. | 

Jehu Hollingsworth, to be consul of the United 
States at St. Eustatia. 

Forriegn news—from London papers of April 7. 

England. Retrenchment is much spoke of, and, 
in httle things, practised. The king has given up 
30,000/, or 10 per cent. of the sum allowed for his 


personal expenditures, and the lords of the admi- 
ralty have been reduced from seven to five. The 
gross revenue of the post-office is two millions of 
pounds a year. The marquis of Buckingham has 
been created a duke: during the long reign of 
George 3rd, only two dukes were created, except 
those of the royal family, the dukes of Northumber- 
land and Wellington. Onthe 29th March, Mr. Can- 
ning gave notice that he should move to repeal so 
much of the acts of parliament as debarred Catholic 
peers from sitting in the house of lords—but he had 
not determined whether he would bring forward 
his motion at the present session. 

The distresses of the poor laboring classes may 

be partially imagined from the following specimen 
afforded in the proceedings of the house of com- 
mons—‘*Mr. Lochart, in presenting a petition to 
the house of commons, on Monday se’night, praying 
some relief to agriculture, remarked that there 
were, at present, in the gaol of Bury, in Suffolk, 
eighty persons confined for poaching; sixty of 
whom entered the field for the purpose of being taken 
up, preferring imprisonment to starvation!” 
_. The plan for reducing the 5 per cent. stocks, as 
heretofore described in this peper, appears to be 
very generally approved. It is, no donbt, advan- 
tageous to the money-lenders, though, in its result, 
presuming that the debt is to be paid off, it may 
prove very unfortunate for the payers. 

The amount of gold coinage at the British mint, 
during the last year, was 9,520,758/. The average 
of bank notes in circulation for the month of Jan. 
1821, was something short of 24,000,000, and the 
average of 1822, short of 18,500,000, making the 


[reduction of the bank circulation nearly half the 


amount of the gold coinage, or about 4,500,000. 

Seven new and promoted peers took their seats 
in the house of lords, at thé late meeting of parlia- 
ment. 

The defence of the queen was prohibited in the 
English papers at Madras, though the testimony 
against her had been published. 

Mr. Coutts, the great banker, lately died at the 
age of 87, leaving a property worth about four mil- 
lions of dollars at the sole disposal of his wife, late 
Miss Mellen, of the theatre. No other person was 
mentioned in the will; but Mrs. Coutts has given 
liberally to the daughters of her late husband, the 
countess of Guildford and the wife of sir Francis 
Burdett. It appears that Mr. Coutts married Miss 
Mellen in ten days after the death of his first wife, 
being then in the 81st year of his age. This pro- 
duced much dissatisfaction in his high-dlooded chil- 
dren, two of whom had become peeresses and the 
other the lady of a baronet. A paper war followed, 
and it appeared that the mother of these ladies, 


-|*Betty Starky,” had been a common servant, and 


that Miss Mellen was as good as she, and so forth. 
So much for “noble blood” and high families! It 
was probably on account of this quarrel, that Coutts 
threw his whole fortune into the lap of his young 
wife—but she was entitled to a round_sum for the 
sale of her person to the old one; and she seems 
resolved to enjoy it, being already engaged to be 
Married to a person called the marquis of Worces- 
ter—and so the play-actress will be converted into 
a ‘most noble lady,’ as the title of marchioness will 
declare her to be! 

The famous Mr. Coke, aged 74, has married 2 
daughter of the earl of Albemarle, aged 21! 

About four thousand English persons are now 
resident at Boulogne, in France, on account of the 
greater cheapness of the necessaries and comforts 
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The Jews in London have erected a free school, 
It is to be under the 


for 600 boys and 300 girls. 
superintendence of their chief rabbi. 

Sentence of death has been pronounced on nine- 
teen smugglers—they had fired at and resisted 
some persons in the revenue service. 

A widow woman, seeking information of a fortune 
teller as to obtaining another husband, expended 
100 gold sovereigns to get the aid of the stars/— 
but, they not being propifious, she applied for a 
warrant to arrest the person who affected to have 
the government of them. 

France is, surely,in a very disordered state, and 
the chamber of deputies seems to be the centre of 
violent politics. Gen. Gerard, alluding to the causes 
uf the commotions, eulogized JVapoleon as the “im- 
mortal captain, whose name will go down to poste- 
rity, with those of Alexander and Cesar.” This 
expression excited a storm of applause and mur- 
murs:—On which the general said, “Pardon me, 
gentlemen, I thought a word of one of that brave 
old French army, might find an echo in this cham- 
ber, which so many of its trophies once decorated,” 
General Foy exclaimed, ““Patience—the time will come 
again.” The members on the right exclaimed «Vo, 
never.” 

In the French chamber of deputies, March 19th, 
the minister of foreign affairs stated that the pre- 
sent ministers had lost no time in endeavoring to 
establish such relations with the U. States of Ame- 
rica, as would have the most favorable influence 
upon commerce. With regard to Spanish America, 
¥rance was not behind, since its independence had 
not been recognized by the U. States, and no Eu- 
ropean power had yet sent envoys or consuls there. 

Gen. Berton was not yet taken, though great ef- 
forts had been made to arrest him, and a high 
price puton his head. It appears as if he had plen- 
ty of money. 

Lectures on ethics, public Jaw, political economy, 
&c. are directed either to be discontinued or deli- 
veredin Latin! 

The correctional tribunal of Marseilles,on the 11th 
of Dec, tried captain Quoniam, accused by the pub- 
fic prosecutor of having trafficked in negroes.— 
ile was condemned to the confiscation of his ship 
and cargo, and to the forfeiture of his occupation. 

The price of the best bread at Paris is about 24 
cents per pound, 

Spain.—Cadiz is said to be declining very rapid- 
ly, in consequence of the revolutions in America; 
and certain monopolies that the merchants of this 
city possessed, have also been taken away by the 
cortes—so that.the sources of its wealth are dried 
up. 
The deficit of the revenue for the present year is 
estimated at 16,485,727—rials vellon, we suppose. 
There has been some disturbance at Pampeluna, in 
which a number of persons were killed. Burgos 
has also been agitated, 

A Spanish privateer, fitted out at Porto Rico, 
is busily engaged in capturing vessels bound to or 
from the ports of Colombia. | 

Ttaly, Letters from Rome announce the arrival 
of Mr. Marechal, archbishop of Baltimore, who had 
been received by the pope “in the most gracious 
manner.” A London paper gives a report that 
the pope has issued a brief, in which the injunc- 
tion of the Roman church for abstaining from meat, 
on certain days, is suspended for the term of six 
years—during which liberty is granted to eat flesh 
during every day in the year. 

Osman Aga, a Turkish nobleman, late chief offi- 
cer of the viceroy of Egypt, being disgusted with | 


the doctrines of the Koran, has arrived at Rome 
to receive instruction in Christianity. He was to 
be christened in the presence of the pope. 

Sweden. The Stockholm Gazette announces 
that “provost marshals in the Swedisb army are 
about to be abolished. The corporeal punish- 
ments which they have hitherto performed upon 
delinquents, will in future be inflicted by a hired 
executioner, or by a woman, in order that the mili- 
tary uniform may not be degraded.” 

Russia, The emperor Alexander has caused to 
be published to his army his will respecting regu- 
lations for preserving its health. The colonels of 
regiments are especially enjoined “by no means 
to allow the soldiers /acing themselves.” The 
same attention is recommended to “young officers 
who, from false notions of elegance in dress, injure 
themselves by this custom.” 

Turkey. itappears certain that the famous Ali 
Pacha of Janina, has at last suffered death. He 
had prepared a stone chamber, in which was depe- 
sited a quantity of gun-powder, to blow himself to 
atoms; but he was deceived by a promise of pardon 
from the sultan and sent to Constantinople, where 
he was beheaded. He was about 80 years old. A 
comparatively inconsiderable quantity of treasure 
was found in his citadel, to what was expected—it 
is stated that he had emptied his chests of gold 
into the lake, and put to death those who had been 
employed in the service, that the exact place might 
remain known only to himself. 

Another account states that Ali was cajoled into 
a surrender by his wife, who was in the pay oi the 
Turks, ona promise that his life should be spared, 
&c. after which he was assassinated and all the per- 
sons about him put to death, the wife excepted— 
though she was present when the murders took 
place, as if to sooth him with ideas of safety! 

The Greeks have again defeated the Turks at 
sea, A desperate fight between them took place 
on the Srd of March. The Turks lost twenty- 
five ships captured, five were driven on shore and 
two [Algerines] blown up. A few vessels escaped, 
the pursuit of which was hot, when the account 
came away. 

The condition of Moldavia and Wallachia is said 
to “inspire horror.” The Asiatic Turks lay every 
thing waste, and exceedingly abuse the people. 
They put fire to the city of Jassy on the 12th of 
March, and the houses on whole streets were re- 
ducedto ashes The Kiaja Bey had declared that 
if he was forced to evacuate the country, he would 
carry off the whole male population for slaves, 
and not leave #¥lage standing!—hence the peo- 
ple are seekin. .afety by flight, under the most 
distressing Circumstances. Itis expected that the 
Russians have entered these provinces, 

From the London Courier of April 6 The ad- 
vices from Constantinople, are to March 6th. The 
divan assembled on the 28th of February, to take 
into consideration the note of the ambassadors, 
The result was a reply not so favorable to peace 
as was expected. “The assembly unanimously re- 
solved, that the propositions contained in the Rus- 
sian ultimatum, were of a nature that could not be 
accepted.” Subsequently, repeated - interviews 
took place between lord Strangford and the Reis 
Effendi, which terminated abruptly; and, on the 
3d, a note was delivered to the English and Aus- 
trian ambassadors, of which the following has been 
given as the substance: 

“The divan witnesses with pleasure the efforts 
which its friends, the ambassadors of England and 





the Austrian internuncio, make to adjust the dif. 
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ferences which have arisen between the sublime 
Porte and Czar of the Muscovites; but the divan 
views, as useless to the proposed object, all farther 
discussion of the propositions contained in the Rus- 
sian ultimatum—propositions which are incompa- 
tible with the sovereignty of his highness. 

“It would be desirable that the above mentioned 
ambassadors would make known to theircourts the 
subjects of complaint which the Porte has against 
the Muscovites, viz.—That the Russian consuls, 
chosen from the Greek nation, thinking themselves 
secure under their Barat (or Russian letter of na- 
turalization) have openly taken parts in the plots 
which have been concerted at Smyrna and in the 
isles of the Archipelago, to insurrectionise the Ra- 
yeahs (subjects of the Porte); that a Russian ship, 
laden with arms and ammunition, has been seized 
in the gulf of Smyrna, when on the point of sail- 
ing for Ispara; that the merchants of Odessa sent 
to the Greek insurgents money and corn, supplies 
of which were seized in the streight of the Bospho- 
yus; that Alex. Ypsilanti, styling himself as «agent 
of Russia,”’ and attired in Russian uniform, came to 
Bucharest at the head of a troop composed of 
Greeks and Russians, seized the public coffers, put 
to death the Musselmen merchants established in 
Wallachia, and posted proclamations exciting the 
subjects of the Porte to insurrection, and promising 
them the aid of Russia; that in truth, the court of 
Russia had declared that all this was the work of 

articular individuals, who acted in opposition to 
the will of the emperor; but that, notwithstanding 
this declaration, the traitor Michael Suzzo, after 
having opened the gates of Jassy to Ypsilanti, and 
after having decapitated several Turks who resided 
there, fled to Russia, where he was hospitably re- 
ceived, and supplied With money, as were also 
other Greek refugees; whilst his majesty the em- 
peror of Austria, faithful to treaties, caused those 
to be arrested who fied into his dominions, and 
even confined Ypsilanti in a state prison. 

‘From these facts, the courts of England and 
Austria will judge whether it is Russia or Turkey 
which has provoked war. The Porte demanded 
no satisfaction whatever for these hostile cireum- 
ventions on the part of Russia, the result of which 
only disturbed the peace of the Ottoman empire 
but aninstant. But the Porte will not suffer that 
a foreign court, a known supporter of all the re- 
bellious against the authority of his highness, 
should come and interfere in the domestic affairs 
of the empire. Ifsome Christian temple has been 
unlawfully demolished, it shall be restored after 
tranquility shall have been cowaeletely re-estab- 
lished. His highness will grant » amnesty to his 
Greek subjects of the Archipelago and Morea, 
when they shall have laid down theirarms. 

“The Ottoman troops shall continue to occupy 
Wallachia and Moldavia so long as the divan shall 
consider those provinces as menaced by the Cos- 
sacks and Hetarists assembled on the eastern bank 
of the Pruth. With respect to the nomination of 
the Hospodar, the sublime Porte acknowledges 
that treaties, among others that of Bucharest, pre- 
scribe it: hence she has no intention to refuse it, nor 
to make any change in the form of government, 
guaranteed by conventions to those two princi- 
palities, as she has declared to the Wallachian and 
Moldavian Boyars; only Russia having violated the 
treaty of Bucharest (as has been mentioned above) 
has no right to claim the execution of that article. 
His highness having besides, by this treaty, liberty 
to name as Hospodar, the person who shall deserve 
that favor, has already decided, that in future no 





aN 


Greek can be Hospodar either of Wallachia or 
Moldavia; for the Greek princes elevated to that 
post for a century, instead of shewing themselves 
grateful and faithful, have accepted the pay of 
Russia, and have framed conspiracies, without 
reckoning that several of them, after having pil- 
laged the people of Wallachia and Moldavia, have 
fled into Christian countries with the unjust trea- 
sures, the fruits of their rapacity and tyranny. His 
highness will name as Hospodar either a Turk or 
a Wallachian, as he has made known to the Boyars. 

“Finally, it is not for the Porte to send commis- 
sioners to the frontiers to negociate peace—she is 
not at war with Russia, notwithstanding all the pro- 
vocations—and if the Muscovite armies shell begin 
hostilities, she has taken measures to repel them.” 


West Indies. It is highly probable that the Brit- 
ish islands will be thrown open to the commerce 
of the United States—and petitions were circulat- 
ing at Martinico and Guadaloupe to the French 
government, praying for relief in the same way. 

Hayti. The late descent of the French at Sa. 
mana, jeopardized the personal safety of all the 
people of that nation in Hayti, but no act of vio- 
lence took place, as was expected. French vessels 
will not hereafter be permitted to enter the ports of 
the republic. The masters of all vessels clearing 
out, are required to declare, on oath, that no 
Frenchman has, directly or indirectly, any interest 
or Concern whatsoever in the vessel or her cargo. 
This rule also applies to the persons of French- 
men, who appear to be detained as hostages for 


the return of the blacks carried off by the squad- , 


ron. Boyer has abolished slavery in the whole 
island of Hayti, and peace prevails in every part 
of it. , 

Buenos Ayres. Advices from this city, dated late 
in February, give the most gratifying description 
of the state of affairs in that important quarter: 
peace and prosperity crowned the efforts of the 
new government, which was busily engaged in 
works of improvement, in forming schools, libra- 
ries, &c. The public library at Buenos Ayres con- 
sists of 16,000 volumes, of valuable works. 

One of the letters notices the arrival of a French 
squadron in the river, bound to the Pacific, «the 
commander of which had thought proper to ad- 
dress a letter to our government, in which, under 
instructions from his government, he asks the sup- 
pression of privateering. The answer given by 
our government was, that privateering had been 
already suppressed by this government; it was 
added, however, that the government of Buenos 
Ayres will not in future attend to any application 
coming from any foreign officer arriving with an arm. 
ed force, nor te that of any person, of whatever cha. 
racter or rank he may be, who shall not be provided 
with @ diplomatic character and suitable credentials.” 


Colombia. The receipt of the president’s mes- 
sage, advising a recognition of the independence 
of Spanish America, was received with much joy 
at Laguira, &c. Porto Cabello still remained in 
possession of the royalists, and was declared in a 
state of blockade, by sea and land, as it appears 
that it really was. Com. Daniels had been appoint- 
ed admiral in the Colombian service. It is proba- 
ble that Quito has fully joined the republic, though 
an army had been provided to reduce the power 
of Spain therein. 


Mexico.. A frigate recently arrived st Havana 
from Vera Cruz, with five millions of dollars on 
board. The castle was, of course, still in the pos- 
session of the royalists. 
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Many Americans are said to be emigrating to) 
Texas, with their families—they are received on 
the most flattering terms. 

Two American schooners had arrived at Vera 
Cruz, with a number of passengers—among them 
gen. Wilkinson, from New-Orleans. They were 
stopped by the castle; but the governor permitted 
all the passengers, except the general, to pass oh 
to the city: he was ordered off, and took his pas- 
sage for Philadelphia. : 


Canada. It is stated that a pretty heavy draft 
of militia had taken place in Upper Canada. For 
what reason this has happened, appears to be quite 
a mystery. Some say it is to replace the regular 
troops at certain posts; but others believe they are 
to be held in readiness to march for Lower Canada, 
if the governor in chief shall feel it necessary to 
discipline the lower house of parliament, which, at 
its last sitting, manifested a non-submitting spirit 
to some of hisacts. It is probable, however, that 
these reports are destitute of truth. In the con- 
tingency supposed, we should presume that the 
governor would rely on the mercenary troops, not 
on the militia. 


. 
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Letter from Mr. Rodney, 


A senator from the state of Delaware, to the speaker 
of the house of representatives. 

Str: In a report made to the house of represen- 
tatives, by the select committee, to whom were 
referred several communications, from the secre- 
tary of the treasury, relative to the manner in which 
the land offices have been examined, it is stated— 

“The committee believe it to have been usual 
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The constitutional term of the present house ot 
representatives, commenced on the 4th of March, 
1821. Until that period arrived, I was nota mem- 
ber of congress, and might have held any other 
incompatible office under the constitution of the 
United States or of Delaware. 

The legislature of the state of Delaware chose 
me a senator of the United States on the 10th of 
January last, but the certificate of my election was 
not received, in consequence of my absence, from 
severe indisposition, until the 24th of that month, 
when [ took my seat in the senate. 

This simple narrative of facts, given according 
to the best of my recollection, assisted by the ori- 
ginal papers lately received, is respectfully sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the house of repre- 
sentatives with a view of correcting any erroncous 
impressions which may have been made by the 
unmtentional mistake of so respectable a commit- 
tee. 7 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient ser: 
vant, C. A. RODNEY. 
Hon. Partie P. Barsovr, 

Speaker of the house of representatives, 

April 27, 1822, 











List of Acts 


Passed at the first session of the seventeenth congress, 


© ACTS WHICH ORIGINATED IN THE SENATE. 
An act authorizing the transmission of certain 
public documents free from postage. 
To establish the district of Blakely. 
Authorizing the transfer of certain certificates 
of the funded debt of the United States. 





in the war department, also, to employ members 
of congress as counsel in behalf of the United 


of Mr. Baldwin, of the house of representatives, and 
Mr. Rodney, of Delaware, of the senate, employed 
and paid as counsel, under the direction of the 
present secretary of war.” [See page 105, pre- 
sent volume. } 

With respect to myself, an error has been unin- 
tentionally committed; as } was not, when employ- 
ed or paid, a member of congress, either of the 
senate or of the house of representatives: this will 
appear from the sequel On the 6th of March, 
4820, I received a letter from major Babcock, of 


Vesting in the state of Pennsyivania the right of 


all fines assessed for the non-performance of militia 
States, and they refer particularly to the instances | 


duty during the late war with Great Britain. 

Supplementary to an act, entitled ‘an act to alter 
the terms of the district courtin Alabama.” 

Authorizing the state of Illinois to open a canal 
though the public lands, to connect the Hlinois 
river and lake Michigan. 

Supplementai to an act, entitled ‘an act to au- 
thorize the appointment of commissioners to lay 
out the road therein mentioned.” 

For the establishment of a territorial government 





in Florida, 
| To perfect certain locations and sales of public 


the corps of engineers, who was stationed at New | lands in Missouri. 


Castle, requesting my professionali services, in the | 


To amend the laws now in force, as to the issu- 


case of an ejectment brought for the Pea-Patch, ling of original ws, and final process in the circuit 


the trial of which was expected to take place at 
Trenton, in the circuit court of the United States 
for the district of New Jersey, on the first of April 
following. Agreeably to this desire, I attended 
the court, but the trial was postponed, in conse. 
quence of the absence of material witnesses on the 
part of the defendant. Rules were obtained for 
the taking their depositions, and also for a spe- 
cial jury, and for a survey of the disputed pre- 
mises. 

In: the summer of 1820, a detailed report of the 
case was prepared and transmitted to the depart- 
ment of war. At the October term, in the same 
year, I attended again at Trenton; and was there 
on the day of the general election, in Delaware, 
when representatives to the seventeenth or pre- 
sent congress were chosen. The result, however, 
was not known, until some days after my return. 

In the month of November following, I was paid 
for the services rendered, and I have not since 
been at the court. 





courts of the Gaited States, within the state of 
Tennessee. 

Concerning the commerce and navigation of 
Florida. 

Supplementary to the act, entitled ‘an act for 
the relief of the purchasers of the public lands 
prior to the first day of July, 1820.” 

Supplementary to an act, entitled “an act to set 
apart and dispose of certain public lands for the 
encouragement of the cultivation of the vine and 
olive.” 

To continue in force an act declaring the con- 
sent of congress to acts of the state of South Caro. 
lina, authorizing the city council of Charleston to 
impose and collect a duty on the tonnage of ves. 
sels from foreign ports, and to acts of the state of 
Georgia, authorizing the imposition and collection 
of a duty on the tonnage of vessels in the ports of 
Savannah and St. Mary’s. 

To abolish the United States’ trading establish. 
ments with the Indian tribes, 
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To alter the times of holding the district courts 
om the state of New-Jersey. 

in nudition to the act concerning navigation. 

Supplementary to the several acts for adjusting 
Se claims to land, and establishing land offices in 
“he disiricts east of the island of New-Orleans. 

For the relief of Richard Matson. 

Explanatory of the act for the relief of James 
.eander Cathcart, passed May 15, in the year of 

‘+ Lerd, 1820. 

“or the relief of John Holmez. 

Further to establish the compensation of officers 

' the customs, and to alter certain collection dis- 
ricts, and for other purposes. 

Authorizing the payment of « sum of money to 
Thomas Shields. 

Granting aright of pre-emption to Noble Osborne 
and William Doake, 

For the retief of the president and directors of 
the Planter’s Bank of New-Orleans. 

To designate the boundaries of a land district, and 
for the establishment of a land office in the state of 
indiana. 

Authorizing the payment of a sum of money to 
John Gooding and James Williams, 

For the relief of Samuel Walker. 

To authorize the building of light houses there- 
in mentioned, and tor other purposes. 

For the relief of Matthew M’Nair. 

To establish an additional iand office in the state 
of Illinois. 

Granting a tract of land to William Conner and 
wife, and to their children. 

For ascertaining claims to titles to land within 
the territory of Florida. 

For the reliet of the sureties of Joseph Pettipool. 

To provide for the collection of duties on im. 
ports and tonnage in Florida, and for other pur. 
poses. | 

For the relief of the legal representatives of Jo- 
seph Hodgson, deceased. 

To repeal the fourteenth section of “an act to 
reduce and iix the military peace establishment, 
passed the second day of March, 1821. 

To authorize and empower the corporation of 
the city of Washington, in the District of Colum. 
bia, to drain the low grounds on and near the re- 
servations, and to improve and ornament certain 
parts of such reservations, 

For the relief of the representatives of Green- 
berry H. Murphy. 

To relieve the people of Florida from the ope- 
ration of certain ordinances,» 

ACTS ORIGINATING 1M ‘T2 HOUSE. 

An act reviving and extending the time allowed 
for the redemption of land sold for direct taxes, 

To revive and continue in force an act, entitled 
‘san act to provide for persons who were disabled 
by known wounds in the revolutionary war.” 

To provide for paying to the states of Missouri, 
Mississippi and Alabama three per cent. of the 
nett proceeds arising from the sale of public lands 
within the same. . 

For the relief of sundry citizens of Baltimore. 

For t he relief of Sa:auel Clarksonand Alexander 
Elmslie. 

For the relief of Isaac Finch. 

For the relief of Peggy Mellen, 

' To authorize the re-conveyance of a tract of 
land to the city of New-York. 

To authorize the payment of certain certificates. 

To provide for the due execution of the laws of 
the United States, within the state of Missouri, and 


for the establishment of a distrjct court therein. 





— 


To authorize the secretary of the treasury to ex- 
change a stock bearing an interest of five per cent. 
for certain stocks bearing an interest of six and 
seven per cent. 

For the relief of James May, and the represen. 
tatives of William Macomb. 

For the relief of Gad Worthington. 

For the relief of James McFarland. 

A ad the relief of the representatives of John By 
Dash. 

To revive and continue in force ‘an act declar- 
ing the assent of congress to certain acts of the 
states of Maryland and Georgia. 

For the apportionment of representatives among 
the several states, according to the fourth census. 

For the relief of William E. Meek. 

Restoring to the ship Diana the privileges of 2 
sea letter vessel. 

For the relief of Solomon Porter, jr. 

To remit the duties on a sword imported, to be 
presented to captain Thomas McDonough of the 
United States’ navy. 

To fix the limits of the port of entry and delivery 
for the district of Philadelphia. 

For the relief of certain distillers, within the 6th 
collection district of Pennsylvania. 

For the relief of B. H. Rand. 

To alter the time and place of holding courts in 
the district of Virginia, and for other purposes. 


Making a partial appropriation for the support of 
the navy of the United States, during the year 1822. 

For the relief of Jonathan N. Bailey. 

Making appropriations for the support of govern- 
ment for the year 1822, and for other purposes, 

For the relief of John Anderson. 

For the relief of John Thomas, 

For the preservation of the timber of the United 
States in Florida. 

Making appropriations for the military service of 
the United States for the year 1822, and towards 
the service of the year 1825. 

Altering the time of holding the district court in 
the district of Mississippi. 

To amend the act, entitled “An act to establish 
the district of Bristol, and to annex the towns of 
Kittera and Berwick te the district of Portsmouth, 
passed February 25th, 1801. 

For the relief of Cornelius Huson. 

Making appropriations for the public buildings. 


Making an appropriation to defray the expenses 
of missions to the independent nations on the Ame- 
rican continent. 

For the relief of the officers, volunteers an other 
persons engaged in the campaign against the Se- 
minole Indians. 

To repeal the act, entitled “An act to encourage 
vaccination.”’ 

Providing for the disposal of public lands in the 
state of Mississippi, and for the better organiza- 
tion of the land districts in the states of Alabama 
and Mississippi. 


Explanatory to an act, entitled “An act authoriz- 
ing a settlement of accounts between the United 
States and Richard O’Brien, late American consul 
at Algiers.” | 

Making appropriations for the support of the na- 
vy of the United States, for the year 1822, 

Confirming the title to a tract of land to Alzira 
Dibrel and Sophia Hancock. 

Relating to treasury notes. 

For the relief of certain insolvent debtors. 

To authorize the issuing of letters patent to Rivh- 


ard Holdgn. 












“? 











deceased. 
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Authorizing the location of certain school lands 


in the state of Indiana, 

For the relief of Sally Vance. lea 

To revive and continue in force certain acts con- 
cerning the allowance of pensions upon a relin- 
quishment of bounty lands. 

For the relief of Benjamin Stephenson. 

For the relief of Samuel Ewings. 

For the relief of Joseph Bainbridge. 

For the relief of James Green. ’ 

To authorize the secretary of state to issue let- 
ters patent to Frederick S. Warburg. 

For the relief of James Miller, John E. Elliot, 
Noah Hampton, James Erwin and Jona. Hampton. 

Further to amend the several acts relative to the 
treasury, war and navy department, 

For the relief of John Post and Farley Fuller. 

For the relief of William Gwynn. 

For the relief of Trapman Jahucke and company. 

For the relief of Charles Campbell. >: a 

Resolution, directing the classification and print- 
ing of the accounts of the several manufacturing es- 
tablishments and their manufactures, collected in| 
obedience tothe tenth section of the act to provide 
for taking the fourth census. 

Resolution, providing for the distribution of the 
secret journal and foreign correspondence of the 
old congress; and of the journal of the convention 
which formed the constitution of the United States. 

Resolution for the distribution of the marshals’ 
returns of the fourth census. 

Resolution for the security, in the transmission of 
Fetters, &c. in the public mail. 

For the relief of Peter Cadwell and Jas. Britten. 

For the relief of the legal representatives of Ma- 
sia Therese. 

For the relief of the legal representatives of John 
Guthry, deceased. 

For the relief Alexander Roddy. 

For the relief of Susan Berzat, widow, and the 
Zegal representatives of Gabriel Berzat, deceased. 

For the relief of James Pierce. 

For the relief of James Brisban and Jonah Lewis, 

For the relief of William Dooly. 

For the relief of John Crute. 

For the relief of Joshua Caundu, Reuben Hick. 
man and Fielding Hickman. 

For the relief of John Pellet. 

For the relief of Solomon Prevost. 

For the relief of William Henderson. 

For the relief of the legal representatives of John 
Girault. 

For the relief of David Cummings. 

Supplementary to the act to provide for certain 
persons engaged in the land and naval service of the 
United States, in the revolutionary war. 

For the relief of the heirs of Edwd. McCarty, 


Requiring surveyors general to give bond and 
security for the faithful disbursement of public 
money and to limit their term of office. 

For the relief of Anthony Kennedy. 

Authorizing the issuing of letters patent to Jo- 
shua Garsed. 

Fixing the compensation of the commissioner of 
public buildings. 

Making further appropriations for the military 
service of the United States, for the year 1822; and 
for other purposes. 

For the relief of James Barron. 

Vesting in the commissioners of the counties of 
Wood and Sandusky, the right to certain lots in 
the towns of Perrysburgh and Crogansyille, in the 


- 


Confirming claims to lots inthe town of Mobile, 
and to lands in the former province of West Flori- 
da, which claims have been reported favorably on 
by the commissioners appointed by the U. States. 

To establish certain post roads and to discon- 
tinue others; and for other purposes. 

For the relief of Henry Lee. 

To provide for the appointment of deputy collec- 
tors of customs, 

For the relief of Wm. R. Maddox. 

_ Explanatory of an act for the relief of sundry ci- 
tizens of Baltimore. 

To provide for annuities to the Ottawas, Patta- 
watamies, Kickapoos, Choctaws, Kaskaskia, Mu- 
shalatubbee, and to carry into effect the treaty of Sa- 
ganaw. 





Unavailable Funds. 

Letter from the secretary of the treasury, transmit- 
ting sundry decuments in relation to uncurrent 
notes, received from the banks of Edwardsviile, 
Tombeckbe and Missouri. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 30, 18292. 
Treasury department, 27th April, 1822. 

Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the house 
of representatives of the 12th of March last, Ihave 
the honor to transmit such additional evidence, as 
is in the possession of the department, tending to 
shew that the uncurrent notes received from the 
banks of Edwardsville, Tombeckbe and Missouri, 
had been deposited in those banks before the date 
of the arrangements by which they became respon. 
sible, in cash, for all bank notes deposited in them 
by the receivers of public money; together with 
all the additional returns and correspondence, re- 
quired by the resolution, except two letters from 


) the receiver at St. Louis, which are:of a confiden- 


tial nature. 

In page 78 of the printed documents, appended 
to the report from this department, of the 14th of 
February, will be found the terms upon which the 
bank of Missouri became the depository of the pub- 
lic money. The bank, most clearly, was not, by 
that arrangement, responsible for the solvency of 
banks whose notes might be deposited in it to the 
credit of the treasurer. This arrangement conti- 
nued until the 9th of August, 1819, when the pre- 
sident of the bank, by letter, accepted the arrange- 
ment proposed in my letter of the 25d June of the 
same year. But, in that letter, the bank expressly 
refuses to be responsible for the notes of any bank, 
not therein enumerated, [see page 84 of the print- 
ed documents], and none of the banks whose notes 
formed a part of the uncurrent money, received 
from the bank of Missouri, are included in tlaat enu- 
meration. By the same letter, it appears that sums, 
in the notes of those banks, to a larger amcfunt than 
was received in uncurrent money from tlaat bank, 
were, at the date of the letter, in the possession of 
the bank. If there is any exception to this declara- 
tion, it is in relation to the state bank of North 
Carolina, The president, in that letter, proposes 
te deposite in the branch bank at Fuyetteville, 
% 50,000 in such paper of that state and of South 
Carolina and Georgia, as was authorized to be re. 
ceived. The whole sum transferred was $42,000. 
The remainder was understood to have been notes 
of South Carolina and Georgia. The evidence that 
the whole of the uncurrent notes received from the 
bank of Missouri had been received on deposite 
by it, before the date of that letter, and, conse- 
quently, before the commencement of the second 





atate of Ohio, for county purposes, : 


arrangement, is believed tobe entirefy satisfactory. 
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Before the 20th of August, 1820, the bank of 
Tombeckbe was not bound to transfer the public 
funds deposited in it. On that day a new arrange- 
ment was tendered to it, and a permanent deposite 
was offered as an inducement to assume that obliga- 
tion. [See printed documents, page 141-2.] Onthe 
8th of Sept. following, the proposition was accept- 
ed. By a reference to a statement, annexed to a 
letter of the president of the bank, bearing date 
the 15th August, 1819, it will be seen that there 
had been deposited in the bank the sum of 15,000 
dollars, in notes of the State Bank of North Caro- 
lina. About this period the latter bank stopped 
payment. The amount received from the bank, 
in the uncurrent notes of the State Bank of North 
Carolina, has been stated at $15,311. The sum 
received after the date of the letter was, therefore, 
veryinconsiderable, [See page 138 of the printed 
documents.] 

By a reference to the printed documents, [page 
62,} the terms on which the public money was ori- 
ginally deposited in the bank of Edwardsville will 
be found. The obligation to transfer the public 
money and compensation for such service, by 
means of a permanent deposite, are not among 
them; nor had the bank the right of selecting the 
banks, the notes of which were to be received in 
deposite. In this case, asin the first arrangement 
with the bank of Tombeckbe, the money deposited 
was to be entered to the credit of the treasurer as 
cash. This term was used in opposition to the 
term special deposite, and was not intended to 
subject the bank to the payment of specie for notes 
which were Inot convertible into specie. It was 
not understood by either of the parties, that the 
bank was responsible for the credit of the banks 
whose notes were deposited in it. ‘The letter of 
the president of the bank, of the 18th of April, 
1820, (page 64, of the printed documents; ) and the 
letter of the same officer, of the 7th of January, 
1820, to the hon. Ninian Edwards, then a director 
of the bank, by whom it was transmitted to this 
department, and herewith communicated, explain 
most fully the understanding of the directors of the 
bank, that no such responsibility was intended to 
be incurred by them. 

By the statements of the bank, herewith commu- 
nicated, it appears that, on the 30th of November, 
1819, there were on deposite, to the credit of the 
treasurer, $45,475,04; and that the bank had then 
in {ts possession $31,437, in the notes of banks re- 
cei vable at the land offices. There is no evidence 
in the department, shewing the amount of Ken- 
tuck;s and Tennessee notes comprehended in that 
sum. In December, of the same year, there were 
deposited by the receiver at Edwardsville $6,065, 
in Keittucky notes, and $5,000 in notes of the 
banks .pf Tennessee; and, in January, 1820, the re 
ceiver .at Kaskaskia deposited $6,250, in Kentucky 
notes, a nd $2,760 in notes of the banks of Tennes- 


of 418,823. The sum received from the bank in 
uncurrent notes, was $18, 562, In my letter of the 
2d of February, 1821, to the president of the bank 
of Edwardsville, authority was given to place tu 
the credit of the treasurer, notes of the banks of 
Kentucky and Tennessee to the amount of $20,000. 
The evidence ar possession of the department, 
that that amounthad been received on account of 
the treasury, before the failure of those banks, be- 
ing, at that time, considered satisfactory. I have had 
no reason since. to change that opinion. The evi- 
dence, however, is respectfully submitted to the 
house. 
I remain, with respect, your most obedient ser- 
vant, WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. Philip P. Barbour, | 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 








Public Expenditures. 

Report of the committee of public expenditures. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 27, 1822. 
The committee state, that, very soon after the 
commencement of the present session, it was con- 
vened for the purpose of taking its duties into 
consideration: that it was not-a little puzzled in 
coming toa decision upon the question, of what are 
the dutiesofthe committee. The rule of the house, 
to be sure, presents a very extended field for in- 
quiry; many very important subjects by classes, 
are embraced; but subsequent rules, provide for 
the appointment of six standing committees, and 
prescribes to them duties, severally, which, when 
taken collectively, may, perhaps, occupy every 
ground, upon which this committee could move, 
The committee, however, determined to institute 
an inquiry into the state of the laws, by which the 
several executive departments are organized, with 
the view of ascertaining whether any imperfec- 
tions existed. To this end, a note was addressed 
to the several heads of departments, including the 
general post-office, requesting from each an expo- 
sition of any existing imperfections, tending to the 
increase of expenditures; or to leave the officers 
ina less degree accountable than they ought to 
be. To this'request, so respectively made, no an- 
swers were received which are worthy of being 
reported. In the mean time, great willingness 
had been displayed by individual members, to en- 
gage in the examination of many subjects, which, 
perbaps, might fall within the scope of the powers 
of this, or some other standing committee. This 
activity on the part of the members, with the more 
exact information which they seemed to be in pos- 
session of, rendered it, in the view of the commit- 
tee, entirely unnecessary for it to take any fur- 
ther steps. The committee was, therefore, for a 
considerable time, entirely inactive, believing 
nothing would be necessary to be reported by it, 
for the consideration of the house; and it was the 


see.—T bese severa! sums amount to $17,073. If| more inclined to this course, because it is believed 
the sam? proportion of the notes of the banks of |that very few, if any matters, had been acted upon 


Kentucky and Tennessee were comprehended in 
the sum of $51,437, as in the deposites made in 
the months of Dec. 1819, and Jan. 1820, there 
would be of Kentucky notes $4,430, and of Tenn. 
notes $2,200. These sums, added to the above 
sum of 


$23,703. But it has been ascertained that, in the 


month of D'ec. 1819, the bank paid, in part satisfac- 
tion of a tr::asury draft $4,880, in Kentucky notes. 


% 17,073, make the aggregate amount of 


heretofore, by the committee on public expendi- 
tures; but some recent occurrences, determined 
the committee to enter upon thé examination of 
some matters, which, it believes, is proper to be 
presented to the house. 

The committee feel it to be in some degree its 
duty to present those claims to congress by peti- 
tion; and a great consumption of time, and conse- 
quent expenditure of money, has resulted from the 


This sum be ing deducted from the amount last men- | legislation, and the attempts to legislate uponsuch 
tioned, leav.=s, of uncurrent money, in the posses-| matters; the rejection of a claim at one session, 





sion of the b: nk, on the $d of January 1820, the sum jis no bar to its presentation at another; so, that it 
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may in truth be affirmed, that legislative inquiries 
touching such matters are interminable. The com- 
mittee cannot but consider the consumption of time 
and money, in legislating upon such matters, con- 
nected with the matters which it has'stated, as a 
serious evil in our policy, demanding the applica- 
tion of a preper remedy if any one may be devised. 
The greater part of the claims which would war- 
rant legislative relief, must be based upon laws 
previously existing, but rejected at the depart- 
ments, because of the informality of documentary 
evidence, or the loss of evidence, er the informal 
mode of performing the service, or upon some 
expenditure of money, loss of money, or perform- 
ance of service, which would, under all the cir- 


to compensate, or refund, or relieve under well 
settled principles of equity. All the cases, pro- 
perly falling within either of the above, as two 
great classes, it seems to the committee might be 
referred tothe judiciary department of the govern- 
ment for examination and decision by a general 
law. Without intending to give offence to mem- | 
bers of congress now in service, or those which | 
have been in service, or may hereafter be in} 
service, but merely to speak of human nature as 
it is found to exist, the committee feel authorized 
to say, that there is some cause to fear that some 
members may have, and that others may hereafter 
feel, too great a solicitude to favor the applications 
of individuals, making a merit of doing injustice 
to the nation, for the benefit of individuals, and 
that others may have, or hereafter may feel, too 
strongly inclined to reject such applications, mak 





in like manner, it feels authorized to say, that there 
is some cause to fear, that such applications have 
been, and may hereafter be decided upon, without 
that severe scrutiny which affairs of justice re- 





quire. The judicial mode of examination and de- 
cision, ther, in the view of the committee, pre- | 
sents, upon a comparison with the legislative, these 
advantages. Ist. A great saving of time, conse- 
quently agreatsaving of money. 2dly. A conclu- 
sive determination of matters which may be urged 
before the legislature without end. Sdly. A deci- 
sion by men not so directly subjected to motives 
for doing injustice. 4thly. A decision by men, 
whose habits and prescribed modes of examining 
questions is more favorable to a right decision of 
mere questions of law orequity. Sthly. The with- 
drawal of such subjects from the consideration of 
congress, would enable the members to bestow 
more time upon the examination of those matters, 
which cannot be considered and decided upon by 
any other department of the government, 

The committee have deemed it proper to call 
the attention of the house to the subject of forts, 
and other permanent, stationary or fixed defences 
of the military kind. Upon these subjects, the 
committee will urge nothing with any high degree 
of confidence; not professing to be learned or 
skilful in relation to such matters; but some con- 
siderations will, with diffidence, be suggested. | 
The mode of erecting forts, &c. by contracts, is 
liable to the objection that the undertakers are 
ever interested in performing the work in a man- 
ner less substantial and durable than their con- 
tracts require; and this may be effected, in some 
degree, notwithstanding a very strict scrutiny; and 
itis liable to the further objection of being ex- 
tremely expensive. The committee is strongly 
inclined to believe, that this mode of performing 





such service ought to be abolished, and that the 
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performance of it ought to be committed to the 
military, with the aid of such mechanics as cannot 
be found among the soldiery, under the superin- 
tendance of proper officers of the corps of engi- 
neers, This would afford employment to the sol- 
diers, and guard them against the evils of idleness; 
and even if it should be thought that justice re- 
quired that some compensation should be made 
them for such labor, in addition to their monthly 
pay, still the change of mode might be productive 
of a considerable pecuniary saving. In this mode, 
no person may be supposed interested in using 
improper materials, or in performing labor in a 
slovenly or unskilful manner; because it may be 
conducted in such a manner as to give no person 
any advantage from such improper use, or from 
such improper workmanship. Again, the officers 
of the engineer department, it is fair to suppose, 
ought to superintend the construction of such 
works, and if the change should have the effect 
of requiring their attention more strictly, it would 
thereby be productive of beneficial results. The 
committee believe that examples of high authority 
may be adduced in support of the change of policy 
proposed. It wasthe policy of Rome, as the com- 
mittee believe, through her long course of success- 
ful warfare with the various nations of the earth. 

The committee state further, that, not long since, 
certain publications were inserted in some of the 
gazettes of the country, charging many acts of 
favoritism, fraud, and defalcation in the manage- 
ment of the fiscal concerns of the nation, and of 
the misapplication and unauthorized application 
of public money, and of public property. The 
committee would never believe vague declamatory 
charges of corruption, or of the wasting of public 
money, worthy of notice, whether made in news- 
papers or elsewhere; but when they are made in 
a precise, definite, and tangible form, they are cal- 
culated to disquiet the minds of the people, and 
demand from their representatives a proper scru- 
tiny. Such, in the view of the committee, is the 
character of the publications above referred to. 
The committee, then, believing they deserved ex- 
amination, determined to investigate the whole of 
the said charges thoroughly, and present to the 
house a full view of the evidence to be procured 
from the several branches of the executive depart- 
ment of the government, hoping thereby to aid in 
exculpating innocence, of presenting the guilty, 
if any, in their proper colors, and of ascertaining 
the defects in the system of laws which relate to 
the management of the finances of the country. 
The inquiry has been prosecuted with great. dili- 
gence, and much evidence, and much evidence has 
been obtained, but the committee now believe it 
will not be practical to present to the house, dur- 
ing the present session, a full and digested view 
of the various charges to which reference has been 
made. The committee, will, however, in general 
terms, state, that many of the charges are not welt 
founded; that some of the accou:.ts mentioned in 
the gazettes have been recently closed; and that 
some of the balances stated as standing against in- 
dividuals will be found, upon a-final settlement, 
to be much below the sums now appearing. On 
the other hand, the committee feel compelled to 
say that there has been in some of the cases, a de- 
gree of negligence on the part of the officers, en- 
gaged in the settlement and collection of public 
moneys, for which no good reason can be assigned, 
and that considerable tosses will result therefrom. 

The committee has thought that the several sub- 
jects above mentioned, were worthy of being 
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- brought distinctly to the consideration of the house, 
and, with this view, the following resolutions are 
submitted:— 

1. Resolved, That the committee on the priory do inquire 
into the expediency of prescribing, by law, a mode, by which all 
persons having claims against the United States, on account of 
money or property, may have the same brought before, examined, 
and decided upon in the judicial way, embracing therein all cases, 
where, upon a like state of facts, between individual and indivi- 
dual,an action at law or bill in equity would be sustained. 

2. Resolved, That, the committee on military affairs do inquire 
into the expediency of repealing all laws, authorizing the build- 
ing of forts,and erecting certain other military defences, by con- 
tracts made with persons not of the army; and of providing, in 
lieu thereof, the most advantageous mode of having such services 
performed by the labor of the regular soldiers, aided by proper 
en under the seperintomianes of the proper officers of 
the army. 

3. Resolved, That the committee of ways and means do inquire 
into the po goes of changing the existing law, in relation to 
the time of reporting balances to congress, as being due from in- 
divifiuals to the United States, so as to require such report, within 
one’ year after the account ought, by law, to be closed. And 
that the said committee de also inquire into the expediency of 
prescribing, by law, a more effectual mode of taking sureties 
trom the officers, concerned in the collection and disbursement of 
public moneys, embracing a mode of renewing the obligations of 
such officers periedically. And that the said committee do also 
inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for the forfeit- 
ures of offices, in relation to the collection of their revenue, and 
the disbursement thereof, on account of certain specified omissions 
and mal-practices., . 


United States and Spain. 


Message from the president of the United States to the 
house of representatives. 

I transmit to congress translations of two letters 
from Don Joaquin d’Anduaga to the secretary of 
state, which have been received at the department 
of state, since my.last inessage, communicating co- 
pies of his correspondence with this government. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, 6th May, 1822. 








[TRANSLAPION, | 
Don Juaquin d@ Anduaga to the secretary of state. 
PHILADELPHIA, 24th aprit, 1822. 

Sim: As soon as the news was received in Ma- 
drid of the recent occurrences in New Spain, after 
the arrival at Vera Cruz of the captain general, and 
supreme political chief appointed for those pro- 
vinces, Don Juan O?Donoju, and some papers were 
seen relative to those same transactions, it was fear- 
ed that, for forming the treaty concluded in Cordo- 
va, on the 24th of August last, between the said 
general and the traitor colonel Don Augustine Itur- 
bide, it had been falsely supposed, that the former 
had power from his Catholic majesty for that act; 


and in a little time the correctness of those suspi-. 


cions was found, as, among other things, the said 
O’Donoju, when on the 26th of the same August, he 
sent this treaty to the governor of Vera Cruz, noti- 
fying him of its prompt and punctual observance, 
he told him, that, at his sailing from the peninsula, 
preparation for the "independence of Mexico was 
already thought of, and that its bases were approv- 
ed of by the government, and by a commission of 
the cortes. His majesty, on sight of this, and of 
the fatal impression which so great an imposture 
had produced in some ultramarine provinces, and 
what must without difficulty be the consequence 
among the rest, thought proper to order that, by 
means of a circular to all the chiefs and corpora- 
tions beyond seas, this atrecious falsehood should 
be disbelieved; and now he has deigned to command 
me to make it known to the government of the 
United States, that it is false, as far as general O’Do- 
noju published beyond his instructions, by pointing 
wut to it that he never could have been furnished 
with other instructions than those conformable to 
constitutional principles, 


maton ee 


-— 


In compliance with this order of his majesty, I 
can do no less than observe: to you, sir, how un- 
founded one of the reasons is in your note of the 6th 





instant, for the recognition by this government of 


those of the insurgent provinces of Spanish Ameri- 
ca, that it was founded on the treaty made by O’Do- 
noju with Iturbide; since, not having had that power 
nor instruction to conclude it, it is clearly null and 
of no value. 

I repeat to you, sir, the sentiments of my distin- 
guished consideration, and pray God that you may 
live many years. JOAQUIN D’ANDUAGA. 

[ TRANSLATION, ] 
Don Joaquin d’ Aduaga to the secretary of state. 
PHILADELPHIA, 26th apriz, 1822. 

Sim: I have received your note of the 15th in. 
stant, in which you are pleased to communicate to 
me the reasons which induce the president not 
only to refuse to his Catholic majesty the satisfac. 
tion which he demanded, in his royal name, for the 
insults offered by general Jackson to the Spanish 
commissaries and officers; but to approve fully of 
the said chief’s conduct. ! 

Before answering the contents of the said note, 
[ thought it my duty to request instructions from 
my government; and, therefore, without delay, I 
have laid it beforethem. Until they arrive, there. 
fore, I have confined myself to two observations: 
Ist. If, in my note of the 18th of November last, I 
said, that, as general Jackson had not specified the 
actions which had induced him to declare the Spa- 
nish officers expelled from the Floridas criminal, 
nor given proof of them, I thought myself autho- 
rized to declare the accusation false—I did not this 
through inadvertency, but upon the evident princi- 
ple that every person accused has a right to de- 
clare an accusation destitute of proof false, and 
much more an accusation not pretended to be prov- 
ed. This assertion of mine does not presume that 
Iam not persuaded of the merit of the said general, 
and of the claim which he has upon the gratitude of 


his country to eulogize and reward his eminent ser- 
vices, yet it will be lawful for the representative 
of a power outraged by him, to complain of his 
conduct. I cannot§persuade myself that, to ag- 
gravate my said expression, you could have though: 
that I had been wantingin due respect, it not 
being possible for that opinion to have entered 
your mind, when, by his orders, Mr. Forsyth had 
sent to the Spanish minister, on the Ist of Septem- 
ber last, a note, in which, complaining of the cap- 
tain general of the Island of Cuba, he accuses him 
of dishonorable pecuniary motives, in not having de 

livered the archives, without giving any proof of so 
injurious an assertion; and I must remark, that the 
rank of general Mahy in Spain, is at least as elevat- 
ed as that of general Jackson in the United States, 
and that the services performed by him to his coun- 
try have rendered him as worthy as he is of its con- 
sideration and respect. 

2. Although you are pleased to tell me that part 
of the papers taken from col. Coppinger are ready 
to be delivered, which the American commission- 
ers, after having examined them, have adjudged to 
be returned to Spain, I do not think myself autho- 
rized to admit their return in this manner, but in 
the mode which I demanded in my note of the 22d. 
of November last. 

As I have seen by the public papers that the 
president has communicated to congress the note, 
which you were pleased to address to me, dated the 
15th inst. and that it has been ordered to be print- 
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ed, I take the liberty of requesting that you wil 


his country; but although it is believed the duty of 
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have the goodness to use your influence that this | 
my answer may be treated in the same manner, that 
congress and the public may be informed that if I 
have not answered the first part of it, as respects 
the general business, it is only to wait for the in- 
structions of my government, but that I have an- 
swered what was personal. os 

I renew to you, sir, the sentiments of my distin- 
suished consideration. 
JOAQUIN D’ANDUAGA. 
John Quincy Adams, secretary of state. 








General Post-Office. : 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—APRIL 29. 

Mr. Sanders, from the select committee appoint. 
ed to investigate the post-office department, made 
the following report thereon: 

The select committee to whom was referred the 
investigation of the affairs of the post-office de- 
partment, have had, according to order, the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to report:— 
That, as the attention of the committee was di- 

rected to no specific object, but to the fiscal affairs 
of the post office department generally, they have 
endeavored to give to their examination such a di- 
rection as they considered most likely to elicit any 
improper transactions in the department, if any 
such existed, and at the same time to exhibit its 
concerns in such a point of view as would best ena. 
ble the house to judge of its management and con- 
dition. 

The investigation, however, which the commit- 
tee have been enabled to make, has been of too 
partial a character to prove satisfactory even to 
themselves. The lateness of the period at which 
it was commenced, the preliminary calls which they 
found it necessary to make, added to their other 
duties in the house, forbid their going into that 
extensive inquiry into the different contracts, re- 
ceipts, and expenditures of the department, which 
would have required their exclusive attention for 
weeks, but from which alone, a full, fair, and cor- 
rect report of its various transactions can ever be 
made. Partial abuses may be examined and ex- 
posed, and thus lead to the correction of others of 
more consequence, though more difficult to disco- 
ver. The points of inquiry to which the attention 
of the committee has been especially directed, and 
the facts which they have been enabled to collect, 
may not prove without their use. These points 
are as follows, viz: 

1. Whether duplicates of all contracts and pro. 
posals made and entered into with the department, 
have been lodged with the cumptrollcr of the trea- 
sury? 

2. Whether, in any instance, contracts have been 
improperly given to one person, in preference to 
another? ; 

3. Whether the public money has been impro- 
perly advanced to contractors, or other persons in 
the service of the department, in anticipation of 
their services? 

4. Whether certain deputy postmasters have 
made due returns of the expenses incident to their 
office, and whether they have not been allowed for 
extravagant expenditures? 

Whether the postmaster general has taken time. 
ly steps for the recovery of the different sums due 
the department from deputy postmasters? — 

I. With respect to the first point of inquiry, the 
committee called on the comptroller of the treasu- 
ry, to be furnished with the duplicates of certain 


amining the same, which they were unable to ob- 
tain. They then addressed a letter to the comp- 
troller of the treasury, for the purpose of know- 
ing on what principle the accounts of the postmas. 
ter general were audited and settled. In reply, 
they learnt that, from the practical construction 
given to the act for regulating the post-office esta- 
blishment, the receipts, and not the contracts, 
were taken asthe criterion of settlement, and the 
post-office accounts audited accordingly. If the 
duplicates of contracts and the proposals, were 
merely to be deposited for safe keeping with the 
comptroller, and not as vouchers to direct him in 
passing upon the different payments made by the 
postmaster-general, it could be a matter of but 
little consequence whether the requisites of the 
law, in this particular, were complied with or not. 
The committee now learn that a different mode of 
settlement is determined on; and though it may be 
attended with some difficulty and delay, it certainly 
will produce more correctness and responsibility. 

I]. On the second point of inquiry, the commit: 
tee learnt, from rumor, that contracts had been 
improperly obtained from the department, and af- 
terwards sold out to considerable profit. But, from 
a careful examination of the books in which are 
entered the different proposals, though they find 
many instances in which the contract was not given 
to the lowest bidder, still they have not been ena- 
bled to discover any one which particular circum- 
stances might not have justified. 

111. On the third point of inquiry, as to moneys 
advanced contractors, and other persons in the ser- 
vice of the department, in anticipation of their 
services, the committee find that, on the Ist day 
of January last, there were on the post-office books, 
unliquidated accounts for moneys and debts thus 
advanced, the amount of $54,354 00 

That since that time, there has been 
repaid by services rendered 

That, of this sum, there was advanced 
by the late postmaster-general 13,707 49 

That most of these advances may have been pro- 
perly made in aid of post-office contracts, though 
in some instances no such reason could have exist- 
ed. That, of this amount, there will probably be 
lost something short of $10,000. 

In connection with this subject, the attention of 
the comniittee has been directed to the transparta- 
tion of the mail between Philadelphia and New- 
York, and the employment of Chester Bailey as 
agent and contractor with the department. They 


find so early as 1811, the mail between those cities 
was carried tinder the imuncdiate control of the 


department, under the superintendance of Chester 
Bailey, as agent, and with the property of the 
United States, purchased for that purpose. That, 
for the year 1814, as will appear from the annexed 
account of Chester Bailey, the expense of trans- 
porting the mail between Philadelphia and Jersey 
City, to have been $9,154 20. That the postmaster 
general then contracted with Chester Bailey, for 
the transportation of the mail, on the same route, 
at 6,500 dollars, giving him the use of the 
United States’ property. That this arrangement 
continued until 1818, when Chester Bailey agreed 
to take, at valuation, the United States’ property, 
and continue the carriage of the mail at the same 
price. That the property was valued to him, by 
two contractors, at §2,885, much less than the cost, 
or what must have been its real value. That since 
that time, the mail has been carried, by contract, 
at six thousand five hundred dollars per annum. 


17,288 75 





cofitracts and the proposals, for the purpose of ex- 


It further appears, that there has been paid to 







































































































































































































































































Ghester Bailey, for various Services as agent of 


annual salary of $800 as agent, besides his travel. 
Jing expenses, when called on by the department, 


him. Whatever necessity may have existed for 


.phia and New-York was carried at the expense of 
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the department, $1,042 53. That he receives an 


in discharge of such duties as may be required of 
his employment, whilst the mail between Philadel- 


the department, the committee can perceive no 
such necessity to exist at present. 

The act regulating the post-office establishment 
declares that, in no instance, shall deputy post- 
masters receive a larger compensation,than two 
thousand dollars, after deducting the expenditures 
incident te their office. It further provides, that 
every deputy postmaster, whose receipts shall 
amount to 1,000 dollars, shall make an annual return 
of the expenses incident to his office. The act does 
not, in express terms, give to the postmaster-gene- 
ral a control over their expenses, many of which 
appear highly extravagant, and ought to be cur- 
tailed. From the annexed returns, it will be seen 
that the commissions of forty-one deputy postmas- 
ters, and the contingent expenses allowed for their 
offices, amount to 112,066 75 

To which should be added the extra 
compensation of the deputy postmas- 


ter in Washington, one ofthe number, 1,000 00 





Making $113,066 75 

The last object of inquiry with the committee, 
was for the purpose of knowing whether the post- 
master-general had directed suits in all cases of 
failure, on the part of deputy postmasters, within 
the time prescribed by law, and if not, whether 
he had charged himself with the amount of their 
accounts, for failing to doso. This was a fact diffi- 
cult to ascertain, as well from the multiplicity of 
deputy postmasters, the number against whom 
suits had been brought, and the particular time of 
instituting the same. The committee find, from the 
balances as stated on the books of the post-office 
department, there appears due to the general post 
office, up tothe Ist day of Jan. last, $424,462 243 

That of this sum there was due 
from deputy postmasters in office, and 
who had gone out of’ office 

That of this sum there was in suit, 
as near as could be ascertained 100,000 00 

But whether these suits were instituted in the 
time prescribed by law, the committee have not 
been enabled to ascertain. 

In conclusion, the committee will submit a bricf 
camparsative vicw of the re€eipts and expenditures 
of the department, between a former and the last 

rear. 
‘The receipts of the post-office denart- 

ment for the year 1816, were $961,782 00 
For transportation of the 

mail $521,970 00 
Compensation and inciden- 

tal expenses 


370,108 244 


282,452 00 





804,422 00 





Balance in favor of the department $157,360 00 





The receipts for the year 1821, were 1,029,102 00 
For transportation of the 


mail %814,998 06 
Compensation and inci- 
dental expenses 365,003 00 





1,180,061 00 








Against the department $150,959 06 


On the Sist of December last, there were six 
hundred and ninety three contracts for the carriage 
of the mail, on one thousand and forty éight post 
routes. But whether these increased objects of 
expenditure, or the want of a proper management 
in the post-office concerns, has produced this large 
difference, the committee will not undertake to 
decide. tals 

As the investigation of the committee has result- 
ed in what may require legislative enactments, and 
as they have no power to report by bill, they sub- 
mit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to in- 
vestigate the affairs of the post-office department, 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject. 

The report was ordered to be printed and laid 
on the table. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 1. ; 

Mr. F.. Johnson, from the committee on the post 
office and post roads, presented the following com- 
munication from the postmaster general; which 
was ordered to be laid on the table. 

General post-office, April 26, 1822. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a 
statement, exhibiting the actual condition of the 
general post-office department, conformable to 
your request. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

R. J. MEIGS, Jr. 

Hon. Francis Jounson, 

Chairman of the committee of 

post-office and post roads, 
Statement of the actual condition of the post-office de- 
partment. 

Amount of postages collected from 

the establishment of the post-office, 

viz. from the year 1793to April 1, ; 

1814, inclusive $7,890,531 00 
Amount of postages collected under 

the administration of R. J. Meigs, 

viz. from April 1, 1814, to January 


1, 1822, 8,083,829 00 





Ditference 
Amount of outstanding debit balan- 
ces, or debts due the department, 
April 1, 1814 $246,968 00 
Amount of do. do. do. do. Jan. 1, 1822, 424,462 00 


$193,298 00 





Leaving, for increase of do. do. from 
April 1, 1814, to Jan. 1, 1822, 


$177,494 00 
Average amount of postage now col- 





lected in one quarter of a year 270,000 00 
Excess of one quarter’s postage over 

amount of debts, accruing from 

April 1, 1814, to Jan. 1, 1822 92,507 00 


From the data above it appears, that the increase 
of debit balances, or amount of debts accruing un- 
der the administration of R. J. Meigs, jr. is 177,494 
dollars, which is but’a small fraction over 2 per 
cent. onthe amount of postage during the same 
period.* Of this sum, viz. $177,494, a partis due 
by late postmasters whose accounts are now in suit 
—a part by late postmasters, whose accounts have 
been stated and sent out for collection—and a 
larger proportion by postmasters now in office, 
who are daily making payments by deposités in 





*This remark applies as well to the general ba- 
lance, $424,462 as to the increase of ditto. 
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bank, by remittances, and on drafts issued by the, 


department. ! 

It will also be seen that the amount of postage 
collected ander R. J. Meigs, jr. exceeds the total 
amount collected previous to his administration, in. 
the sum of $193,298; and that the total amount of 
debit balances accruing under his administration is 
less than the amount of one quarter’s postage, in 
the sum of $92,307. 

The amount of losses cannot be accurately stat- 
ed, but is ascertained to be very small, and is be- 


- Yieved to be less than one-tenth of one per cent. on 


the amount of postage. : 

The increase of post-offices, since April 1, 1814, 
is about two thousand, 

The amount now in suit is. stated at about 
$100,000. 

Amount paid by R. J. Meigs, jr. into the treasury 
of the United States, §385,878 21. 

The yearly amount now paid for the transporta- 
tion of the mail is $814,998 06. 

The total amount of advances, or balances due 
by centractors, whose contracts have expired, from 
April 1, 1814, to Januaty 1, 1822, is $4,009 95, 
which is less than one twelfth part of one percent. 
on the amount paid for mail transportation. No 
loss is ascertained to have arisen from these ad- 
vances. 








Carver’s pretended Grant. 

Message from the president of the United States, 
upon the subject of Jonathan Carver’s claim to a 
tract of land within the United States, near the 
Falls of St. Anthony: 

To the house of representatives : 

In compliance with a resolution of the house of 

representatives of the 29th of January last, re- 


' questing the president of the United States to 


cause to be communicated to that house, certain 
information relative to the claim made by Jonathan 
Carver to certain. lands within the United States, 
near the falls of St. Anthony, I now transmit a re- 
port from the secretary of the treasury, which, 
with the accompanying documents, contain all the 
information on this subject, in the possession of 
the executive. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Washington, April 23, 1822. 


Treasury department, 22d April 1822, 
Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the house of 
representatives of the 29.!) of January last, which 
has been referred to this department, I have the 
honor to transmit the enclosed report of the com. 
missioner of the general land office, with the copy 
of a letter from colonel H. Leavenworth to the 
said commissioner, which contain all the informa- 
tion in the possession of this department, relative 
to the claim of Jonathan Carver to certain lands 
within the United States, near the Falls of St. An- 
thony. 
{ remain, with respect, &c. 
WM. Hl. CRAWFORD. 
The president of the United States. 


General land office, Feb. 8th, 1822, 

Srr: In obedience to the resalve of the house of 
representatives of the United States, of January 
29, 1822, «that the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated’ to 
this house such information as may be obtained 
from any report of the commissioner of the gene- 
ral land office, heretofore made on the subject, er 
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from other documents in any of the public offices, 
relative to the claim made by Jonathan Carver, to 
certain lands within the United States, near the 
Falls of St. Anthony,” which is this day referred to 
me, I have the honor to state— oe 

That during the winter of 1766, 1757, Jonathan 
Carver resided at or near the Falls of St. Anthony, 
on the river Mississippi, being the only white per- 
son there, and asserted that the Naudowessie In- 
dians gave him about 100 miles of square land, on 
the east side of the Mississippi, between the Falls 
of St. Anthony and lake Pepin. 

By proclamation of the king of Great Britain, 
dated October 7, 1763, the purchase of lands from 
the Indians is prohibited, in the fellowing terms, 
viz. “We do strictly enjoin and require, that no 
private person do presume to make any purchase 
from the said Indians, of any lands reserved to the 
said Indians, within those parts of our colonies 
where we have thought proper to allow settle- 
ments; but that if, at any time, any of the said In- 
dians should be inclined to dispose of the said 
lands, the same shall be purchased only for us, in 
our fame, at some public meeting or assembly of 


‘the said Indians, to be held for that purpose, by the 


governor or commander in chief of our colony, 
respectively, within which they shall lie.” 

Captain Jonathan Carver had been an officer in 
the British service, in the war, which terminated 
by the treaty concluded at Paris, February 10th, 
1763; his pretended purchase was therefore in di- 
rect violation of the rules and regulations of his 
own government, and in any court under that go- 
vernment would have been judged null and void. 

The same correct policy, which dictated the 
proclamation of October 7th, 1763, has been invaria- 
bly adhered to by the United States, and was ably 
supported by their ministers, during the negocia- 
tion at Ghent, in 1814; particularly in thé note of 
September 26, addressed to the British commis- 
sioners. 

I beg leave to transmit, as a part of this report, a 
copy of a letter from col. Henry Leavenworth, of 
the army of the United States, containing informa- 
tion on this subject, which, it is presumed, will 
be deemed valuable. 

Frequent applications have becn made to this 
office, by gentlemen from various parts of the Unit- 
ed States, requesting an opinion on the validity of 
Carver’s claim, to al! of which, the answer hag 
been, that the claim is unfounded and of no validity. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Tam &c. &c, JOSIAH MEIGS. 

Hon. Secretary of the treasury. 

Sin: Agreeably to your request, I have the he- 
nor to inform you, what I have understood from the 
Indians of the Sioux nation, as well as some facts 
within my own knowledge, as to what is common- 
ly termed, “Carver’s grant.” . 

The grant purports to be made by chiefs of the 
Sioux of the Plain; and one of the chiefs uses the 
sign of a serpent, and the other a turtle, purport- 
ing that their names are derived from those ani- 
mals. 

The land lies on the east side of the Mississippi. 
The Indians do not recognize or acknowledge the 
grant to be valid, anc they (among others) assign 
the following reasons: 

ist The Sioux of the Plain never owned a foot, 
of land on the east side of the Mississippi; the 
Sioux nation is divided into two grand divisions, 
viz: the Sioux of the Lake, or perhaps more lite. 
rally Sioux of the Jjver, and Sioux of the Plain 
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The former subsists by hunting and fishing, and 
usually move from place to place by water, in 
canoes, during the summer season, and travel on 
the ice in the winter, when not on their hunting 
excursions. ; 

The latter subsist entirely by hunting, and have 
no canoes, nor do they know but little about the 
use of them. They reside in the large prairies 
«vest of the Mississippi, and follow the buffaloe, 
upon which they entirely subsist; those are called 
Sioux of the Plain, and never owned land on the east 
side of the Mississippi. 

2d. The Indians say they have no knowledge of 
any such chiefs, as those who have signed the grant 
to Carver, either amongst the Sioux of the River, or 
among the Sioux of the Plain. They say that if 
captain Carver ever did obtain a deed or grant, it 
was signed by some foolish young men who were 
not chiefs, and who were not authorized to make 
the grant. Among the Sioux of the River there 
are no such.names. 

3d. They say that the Indians “never received 
any thing for the land,” and they have no intention 
to part with it without a consideration. 

From my knowledge of the Indians, Iam induced 
to think that they would not make so considera- 
ble a grant, and have it go into full effect, without 
receiving a substantial consideration. 

4th. They have, and ever had, the possession of 
the land, and intend to keep it. I know that they 
are very particular in making every person who 
wishes to cut timber onthat tract, obtain their per- 
mission to do so, and to obtain payment for it. In 
the month of May last, some Frenchmen brought 
a large raft of red cedar timber out of the Chip- 
pawa friver, which timber was cut on the tract 
before mentioned; the Indians at one of the vil- 
lages on the Mississippi, where the principal chief 
resided, compelled the Frenchmen to land the raft, 
and would not permit them to pass until they had 
received pay for the timber; and the Frenchmen 
were compelled to leave their raft with the In- 
élians, until they went to Prairie du Chien and ob- 
tained the necessary articles, and made the pay- 
ment required. Iam, sir, very respectfully, &c. 

H. LEAVENWORTH. 

To Josiah Meigs, esq. 

Comnussioner, Fc. Efc. Esc. 





CHRONICLE. 

Our venerable friend, Dr. JAmEs Titton, of 
Delaware, having attained nearly threescore and 
seventeen years, has departed from works to re- 
wards. The revolutionary period did not furnish 
a more disinterested patriot; nor can the world pro- 
duce a man more honest than he was. Having al- 
ways entertained something like a filial regard for 
the deceased, we shall claim the indulgence of our 
readers for a sketch of his character in a future 
ReeisteR--time not being allowed to prepare it 
for the present number. 

The U. S. ship Hornet, captain R. Henley, sailed 
from Norfolk on the 7th inst. on a cruise. 

The U. S. schooner Enterprize, lieut. Kearney, 
was lately left at Tampico taking in water for a 
cruise. She had taken, at different times, seventeen 
sail of piratical vessels, but their crews had aiways 
escaped. , 

Died, recently, at Philadelphia, commodore Tho. 
mas Truxton, late of the navy of the United States: 
at Farmington, Con. John Hosford, aged 96. He had 





never buried a child his six children, the oldest 
70, the youngest 56, attended his funeral. He liv- 
ed to see the 5th generation. % 


A charity sermon, in favor of the institution for the 
deaf and dumb, was lately preached at New-York, 


eight or ten, were collected. 

Tuscan consul.—The president of the United 
States has recognized the baron de Lederer, as 
consul of his imperial highness the duke of Tusca- 
ny, for the states of New-York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland and Virginia. 

Fires. A fire took place at Baltimore on the 
morning of the Sd inst. and 12 or 13 small buildings 
were consumed, in that part of the city which is 
called Irish town. In general, the houses were of 
light frame, and there was no possibility of obtain- 
ing a supply of water any where in the neighbor- 
hood—a part of that which was obtained, was de- 
rived from a pump, and thence driven about 2000 
feet through a hose: one person was killed by the 
falling of timber. At Norfolk, on the morning of 
the Ist inst. about 30 tenements were destroyed by 
fire, some of which were valuable, as well as their 
contents, which fella prey tothe flames. 

The state arsenal, belonging to N. York, at Rome, 
was consumed by fire a few days ago, by which 
about 700 stand of arms, &c. were destroyed, It 
was not known how the fire originated. 

A woolen manufactory, on a very large scale, is 
about to be erected at the Falls of the Walkill, 
near Newburg, N. Y. The site is said to be equal 
to that atthe Falls of the Passaic, in New Jersey. 

Court martial. The court martial lately sitting 
at Boston, suspended captain John Shaw for six 
months, a sentence which has since been approv- 
ed by the president of the United States. 

Fecundity. There is now living in the county of 
Campbell, a negro woman, belonging to a gentle- 
man of the name of Todd—this woman is in her 
42d year, and has had 41 children, at this time is 
pregnant with her 42d child, and, possibly, with 
her 43d, as she has frequently had doublets. This 
fact is well known to many gentlemen in this coun. 
ty, and is susceptible of easy and complete proof. 

{ Lunchburg Press. 

Beggars. The police of New York have swept 
the streets of the beggars that infested them, and 
hurried those persons off to the penitentiary or 
alms house, as the nature of their cases required. 
We wish that something of the sort could be done 
in Baltimore, especially to rid us of the applica- 
tions of children, sent out by profligate parents to 
be trained up toknavery and prostitution. It is a 
much mistaken charity to give indiscriminately to 
them. 

Mexican coat of arms. The junta of the new 
state of Mexico, {we beg pardon, empire,] has de- 
creed, that the arms of the empire, for all sorts of 
seals, shall be the Nopal tree, lng Cochineal fig 
tree] growing froma rocky field, near a lake; on 
the left of the hill, an eagle with an imperial 
crown.—The national flag and colors of the army 
are to be tri-colored, always adopting green, white 
and carnation, in vertical stripes, and displaying, ia 
white, an eagle crowned, { Charleston City Gazette. 

War department, 22d April, 1822. Asatestimony 
of respect to the memory of brigadier generai 
Moses Porter, a soldier of the revolution, and an 
officer of distinguished merit, the officers of the 
army will wear crape on the hilt of their swords 





for the space of thirty days. J. C. CALHOUN. 
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